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LAKERS LETHARGIC

Buckaroos recel

¢lub, which evened its record at 12-12-1 with the win.

“They (Lakers) might have been looking forw.
Christmas holiday but they won'l be looking forwa
hissed a visibly angry Moores. *‘There

By JIMJUDD
Dally News Sports

Vernon Lakers gave Summerland Buckaroos an early Christmas
present Tuesday night, allowing the visitors to bus home with a &7

victory in B.C. Junior Hockey League action

Nobody, least of all Head Coach Don Moores, was impressed with
undisciplined, lethargic display by the Vernon hockey club. Lakers
are now looking over their shoulders lo see how close Buckaroos are
getting Lo their own third-place standing in the BCJHL Interior Divi-

sion

Buckaroos improved their position from fifth to fourth place with
the victory, their second in as many meelings ngainst Lakers and
their fifth of six possible points agalnst Vernon in thelr last three

conlests

Epitomizing Lakers' altitude Tuesday night was the [act thal the
club actually overcame a five-goal deficit early In the third period
only to stand idly by while Buckaroos salvaged the victory from the
ruins, In a span of slightly more than three minutes, the Vernon

team pulled out of a 7-2 hole to even the score 7-7.

Bul the worst goal of the nighl against Vernon proved to be the
winner a short while later. A weak backhand shol across the crease
from a near impossible angle went In off goallender Blu Smith's
skate to give Bucks an 8-7 lead. An emply net goal in the dying
seconds of the game pul the icing on the cake for the visiting hockey

SUMMERLAND defenceman Lom Knauff

;uhmw_ 8 hit on Vemon Lakers' forward wp:pg:!::
m\? action between the two clubs Tuesday night

8t Vemon Civic arena. Kanuff, who mads life

golng to be made.”

Lakers play the loughest porti

Following the club’s Joss In Summer!
equally dissatisfied Moores made his pl
without changing out of their uniforms.
practice when they gol home had the

Tuesday night he would have liked to have done the same thing . . .
only he mfghta’ot have allowed them the luxury of riding in the bus.

“Some players may lind themselves without a job after Christmas
50 they had beller do some soul-searching.” he suggested
ion of their season in the new year,
playing all their games against Lleams within their own division . . .
and the ¢lub has difficulty with every Interior team.

Lakers, ironically, opened the scoring on a power-play tally at9:28
of the firsl frame when Doug Spooner connected on a play sel up by
Al Young and Frank Dutolf. Their second goal came at 15:48 of the
openiing period and was scored by Dennis Holland but between those
two goals and thereafler, |t was Buckaroos' game all the way.

Bucks led 3-2 at the end of the first period and opened a 6-2 lead
after 40 minutes. It could have been much worse, however. The Pohl
brothers, Troy and Trevor, pul on a hol-headed display of poor

&
miserable for Lakers all night, along with the rest of
the Bucks, ~escaped with a 9-7 victory to take over
fourth place in the BCJHL Interior Division.

(Daily News Photo)
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Cariboo trip
a waste of time

1 definitely don’t agree with Ver-
non Lakers way of thinking! They
plan to play exhibition games
against Peace-Cariboo Jgun'tor
Hockey League clubs during their
Christmas break this season.

Lakers, who closed out the pre-
season portion of their regular
season in the B.C. Junior Hockey
League, Tuesday night, on a losing
note, have a three-week layoff until
they resume their schedule Jan, 4.

The lengthy layoff could be a bless-
ing, or hindrance, to the local club
depending on how they utilize the
time and how the individual team
members take it upon themselves to
stay in condition during the
Christmas holiday. Naturally there’s
:Iwaysmsome concern that being

way m a game situat
lun'rgcou]dhurl.aduh, i

0 my way of thinking, the team
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Bames early going this
season. A few valuable lessons learn-
ed on the ice, particularly in the area
of specialty teams, could give them
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But most of all, perhaps the
could use a good deal of l.hpli o
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shots. Lakers have consistently out-
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There may be a few quality
players remaining, but they are few
and far between. The bulk of the
players on Quesnel and Prince
George, neither of which are even
powerhouses In the PCJHL, by the
way, are rejects from the BCJHL.
For instance, Vernon native Derek
Webb, who was cut from three dif-
ferent BCJHL teams, including Mer-
ritt Warriors earlier this season, is
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