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WIHL team
. to be locate

in Kelowna?

KELOWNA (Special)—A Vernon
man is altempling to secure ice Lime 50
that he can operate a Western Inlerna-
tional Hockey League in Kelowna next
SeAS0N

Gary Swanson, owner of the now

defunct Vernon Cougars of the North
Okanagan Hockey League, Is meeting
wilh city officlals today in hopes of ac
quiring & guarantee for ice from Lhe ci-
Ly
"He was to meet with Mayor Dale
Hammill and Henry Markgral, direc-
tor of public operations, this morning
bul Markgral gald It was unlikely any
guarantees would be made at this
time

“As far as I'm concerned, | don'l
think we can squeeze two Leams In
again,'" Markgraf sald, referring to the
1982-83 season when (wo Junlor clubs,
the Buckaroos and Wings, shared
Kelowna Memorial Arena

“Right now council’'s policy Is thal
the bulldings are there for the minor

Vernon
Daily
News

' Pohl may miss
several weeks

Vernon Lakers will know the stalus
of veleran forward Shannon Pohl laler
loday.

Pohl has been sidelined for the past
week because of tlredness and the
preliminary dingnosis was monon-
culeosis.

“Shannon had a doctor's appoint-
mwnt loday and we'll know more alter
that,” said Lakers' General Manager
Vern Dye. And to compound his club’s
problem, Dye sald there is a possibility
that sophmore Greg Guest, who has
also complained of fatigue, may also
have mononucleosis,

Dye sald, By Th . we should
know approximately how long both
players will be out of the line-up,"

Mononucleosis, often referred Lo as
the Kissing Disease, can sideline
players for a couple weeks, or up lo
several months, depending on the con-

return (o the ice Friday night
when they host Abbotsford Falcons. -
Meanwhile, Kelowna Packers moved
into first place in the B.C. Junior
Hockey League's Interior Division
with a 74 win over Shuswap Blazers,
Tuesday night in Kelowna.

Packers now have 38 poinls, one
more than Lakers. Penticton Knights
occupy third place with 36 points.

““ditlons.
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Editor— DON KENDALL

hockey players and [igure skalers,”

Markgral said
But Hammill has expressed Interest

in having a senior team In Kelowna
and recently asked council to hold ofl
signing a three-year contraci with
Kelowna Packers, of the B.C. Junior
Hockey League, for use of the arena.
Swanson said he applied for a WIHL
(ranchise for Vernon this season, bul
wis turned down by the league. He Is
optimistic, however, that his next ap-
plication, I accompanied by a8
guarantee of ice lime from the City of

Kelowna, would be successful.”

“If | can't gel a letter from the cily
(Kelowna) then I'll look ah Vernon,
Swanson sald. “But my first choice
right now is to go lto Kelowna. Il you
want to build a team to be competitive,
you've got (o be centrally located.
There are four or [ive excellent players
in Vernon and four or five more in Pen-
ticton, plus Kelowna has nlu:?]rs had
hall a dozen excellent players

In other games, Della downed
Nanaimo 8-5 on Vancouver Island and
Richmond dumped Abbotsford 12-4

Kelowna trailed 1-0 after the [irst
period and tled Shuswap 2-2 after the
middle frame before turning it on with
five goals in the lasi 20 minutes.

“We were scared we were going to
lose,” sald Naka, adding thal during
the first two periods the team “‘was
standing around waiting for things to
happen.'

Kip Noble, Ward Carlson and Carey
Fisher scored (wo aplece for the
Packers.

Murray Yewchuk scored two goals
for the Blazers, who are in the cellar
with a 6-18 record.
FLYERS8CLIPPERSS -

Todd Decker scored (wo goals and
added three assists to pace Delta's win
over Nanalmo.

Della now Is in sole of se-
cond place in the Coastal Division at
12-11, Nanaimo is In third at 11-12.

Delta led 3-0 after the first
and moved ahead 51 after 40 minutes.
Todd Jennings scored twice Lo lead the

losers.
SOCKEYES 12 FALCONS 4

Abbotsford opened the scoring but
Richmond Sockeyes bounced back
with six consecutlve lirst-period goals.
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The beard
remains alive

And still the beard lives.

In fact, it's not only living, it's
prospering very well while slowly
obscuring my fine lealures with a

a rance.

Vernon Lakers’ unbeaten streak is
now into Its fourth week and cor-
rupﬁndlnglly.nllmegrnwthnnm
face which I vowed not to shave unt
the local junior club loses again. The
idea was to bring them luck in the
superstitious traditions that make
HT‘gamuM hockey the colorful sport

However, I honestly didn’t expect
It would gel beyond a couple of
weeks. Withstanding the hall dozen
games Lakers have left o play
before their Christmas break, this
could carry on well into the new
year,

But, as Lakers' Head Coach Don
Moores suggested when | lamented
to him that I would have to go al
least another week without shaving
when Lhe club defeated Penticton
Knights 3-2 Saturday night — "'Gee,
Jim, that's loo bad. "'

Why should he care If | never see
mirli ace again anyway?

owever, all kidding aside, beard
or no beard, Lakers are playing
some mighty line hockey and have
been rewarded for their efforts of
late In the form of first place in the
BCJHL Interior Division. That posi-
tion will only be a temporary one,
mind you, since both Kelowna
Packers and Penticton Knights have
a4 number of games in hand on
Lakers. Packers have four while
Knights have five in hand,

In the same light, though, those
Lwo clubs play each other twice dur-
ing thal space of games so they can
do nothing but harm to one another
as [ar as Vernon Is concerned.

With the lwo goals scored against
them Saturday night, the Vernon
club has allowed just 13 goals
against in the past live games. . .a
positive reflection on their defensive
game which had shown signs of In-
stability prior to the current
unbeaten string.

That string, by the way, now
stands al nine wins and one tle In

im Judd
Daily News
Sports Writer

their last 10 ou
This weekend
defend the streak twice more,

 elub will have to

Friday night they enlertain the Ab-
bolstord F of the Coastal Div|-
sion. [ don't expect to get any closer
lo my razor following this one. If
Lan Eagles are the doormats of
the tal Division then Abbotslord
has to be the felt underlay beneath
the doormal. In the 1685-86 BCJHL
campalgn to date Falcons have
managed just two viclories. They
shouldn't for any reason assume
Lakers are going lo give up their
streak to give them number two,

Sunday night it will be Kelowna's
chance al beatring the streak.
Packers don't relish streaks of any
sort these days, having had their
winning streak ended at 12 last
weekend al the hands of the Delta
Flyers, who escaped from Kelowna
Memorial Arena with two points and
left Kelowna Coach Wayne Naka
scratching his head In wonderment

the streak Intact, there are three
games remalining prior to Christmas
break. One al home against the
pesky Merrilt Warriors and then a
pair of road games against Sum-
merland Buckaroos. Bucks lurned
Lakers' win streak into an unbeaten
streak earlier this month when they
earned a 3-3 draw at the Civic Arena

Whalever happens, however, it's
been a tremendous effort by Lthe
leam in achleving such an enviable
does tnd, Doyl howe e ireek
iy have no reason o

In the meant !
g g T ime I'll just keep com-
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